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The Teller Cemetery near Schermerhorn Road contains the graves and headstones 
of Jane Teller (1737-1823) age 86, and her son Johannes Teller, Jr. (1765-1790) age 
25. Johannes Teller Jr.’s headstone reads: “When on this earth I did remain, was 
fill’d with sorrow, grief and pain. Adieu to friends and foes likewise. My journey is 
beyond the skies.” 
 
Jane’s husband, Johannes Teller was the grandson of Willem Teller (1639-1701), 
one of the original settlers of Schenectady. The Teller farmland like other settlers 
living in the Stockade at the time was on the Great Flats. Land was divided into 
“foremosts,” more fertile lands and “hindermosts,” woodlots. It was on 
Hindermost 7 (see illustration) below Schermerhorn Road where the Tellers built a 
Dutch Barn (1701) and a small house (1704), near the Schermerhorn Spring. 
 
During the American Revolutionary War grandson Johannes Teller, and his son 
served in the 2nd Albany County Militia Regiment under Colonel Abraham Wemple. 
They may have seen action in the Battle of Saratoga (1777), The Battle of Klock’s 
Field (1780) and Battle of Johnstown (1781). The grave of Johannes Teller, Jr.’s 
father is unknown. 
 
The Teller and the Schermerhorn families intermarried during the Colonial Period. 
The small Teller Cemetery was scheduled to be removed along with the graves of 
the Schermerhorn Cemetery in the 1900s. But only the Schermerhorn graves were 
removed in 1930 from a nearby knoll to the Cobblestone Church on Putman Road 
in Rotterdam. Where they are located immediately behind the church. 
 
The Teller Cemetery was included in the lands dedicated to the Great Flats Nature 
Trail in the 1970s as part of the mitigation for land disturbed by the controversial 
Wilmorite Mall, currently Via Mall on West Campbell Road. 
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